






































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Millennialist	 ideas	 probably	 did	 not	 inspire	 the	 greatest	 decisions	 of	 our	























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































this	 act	 may	 bring	 peace,	 prosperity,	 and	 honor	 to	 our	 people….	 God,	 be	
merciful	to	us,	and	bless	us,	and	cause	the	light	of	Thy	countenance	to	shine	
upon	 us,	 that	 Thy	 way	 may	 be	 known	 upon	 earth	 and	 Thy	 saving	 health	
among	 all	 nations.	 …Defeat	 the	 designs	 of	 our	 enemies,	 perplex	 their	
counsels,	 and	 bring	 them	 into	 confusion.	 Have	 mercy	 upon	 our	 enemies.	
	
	 	 	45	


































































of	 the	 spirit	 in	 the	bond	of	peace.	The	Lord	will	be	our	God,	 and	delight	 to	
dwell	among	us,	as	His	own	people,	and	will	command	a	blessing	upon	us	in	
all	our	ways.	…when	He	shall	make	us	a	praise	and	glory	that	men	shall	say	of	







































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































A	 theological	 understanding	 of	 the	 war	 justified	 the	 conflict,	 offered	 hope	
during	dismal	periods	of	defeat,	and	infused	their	instinctive	patriotism	with	






























































































































































































































































































































































































the	 realities	 of	 Civil	War-era	 southerners’	 politicized	 religious	 life	 and	 not	
perpetuate	the	myth	that	the	religious	and	political	leaders	of	the	Old	South	




































































































































































































































Most	 devoutly	 should	 we	 as	 a	 Christian	 people	 be	 grateful	 to	 God	 for	 so	
propitious	 an	 era	 in	 our	 new	 republic	 when	 its	 Chief	 Magistrate	 is	 found	
humbly	acknowledging	that	the	Most	High	rules	over	the	kingdoms	of	men	–	
that	 in	 his	 hands	 are	 the	 destinies	 of	 nations.	 We	 should	 rejoice	 that	 the	














































































































































































as	 an	 heirloom	 of	 posterity….	 If	 dead	 men’s	 bones	 can	 tremble,	 ours	 will	































































































































































































































































































































































be	 hoped	 that	 this	 misfortune	 will	 not	 long	 oppress	 our	 country	 but	 that	






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































is	 corroborated	 by	 the	 whole	 past	 history	 of	 the	 world	 and	 by	 a	 personal	
consciousness	 of	 every	 individual….	 All	 have	 strayed	 from	 the	 paths	 of	





































































































believed	her	 institutions	would	be	gradually	destroyed	by	remaining	 in	 the	
Union	 and	 that	 the	 only	 way	 of	 preserving	 them	 was	 to	 set	 up	 an	
independent	government.	She	had	the	right	to	do	so	precisely	as	the	colonies	
had	 to	 declare	 their	 independence	 in	 1776	when	 their	 cause	 of	 complaint	





















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Are	 you	 convinced?	 or	must	 I	 number	 you	with	 those	 infatuated	 few	who	
would	further	waste	their	breathe	in	fruitless	appeals	to	the	Reason	of	those	
who	have	no	 reason	but	 are	 guided	 in	 all	 their	 dealings	with	us	 by	 a	most	
Frantic	Fanaticism?	…Does	History	record	one	reasonable	Fanatic?	Not	one!	















































































































































































































































































while	 it	 is	 respectfully	 submitted	 to	 the	 consideration	 of	 all	 believers	 and	






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































What	 does	 the	 European	 people	 know	 how	 we	 have	 been	 abused	 and	
imposed	upon	by	the	Northern	Abolitionists?	They	know	but	very	little	about	





































































































































































































































































































































a	 young	 man's	 nature….	 The	 peculiar	 and	 beautiful	 relations	 which	 the	
mother	of	God	holds	towards	woman	tend	to	give	that	refinement,	frankness,	
and	 truth	 that	 is	 so	 generally	 found	 to	 distinguish	 Catholic	 ladies.	 The	
immediate	 interposition	 of	 the	 [Blessed]	 Virgin	 in	 behalf	 of	 her	 afflicted	











































































































































































































































































































































































































































We	 little	 [people]	 propose	 and	 plan,	 but	 a	 good	 God	 rules	 over	 all	 and	
trusting	 in	 Him,	 we	 will	 cheerfully	 perform	 the	 duties	 entrusted	 to	 us,	
believing	 that	 in	 so	 doing,	 we	 are	 not	 seeking	 praise	 or	 approval	 from	
































Political	 convulsions,	 and	 great	 revolutions	 in	 church	 or	 state	 have	 always	
displayed	 in	 them	 in	 some	 way	 the	 finger	 of	 God….	 Judging	 by	 human	
appearances	 those	events	are	very	unpropitious	and	greatly	unfavorable	 to	



















































































































































































































































Lord,	 Lord,	 save	 us.	 Save	 our	 dear,	 dear	 Country	 first.	 These	 are	 perilous	
times,	perilous	because	we	do	not	love	God	as	we	should.	Often	do	we	read	in	





















































































































It	 is	God	rising	up	 in	His	exalted	majesty	to	chastise	and	humble	us	 for	our	
ingratitude	 and	 forgetfulness	 of	 Him.	 And	 if	 so	 He	 will	 continue	 the	
chastisement	 until	 our	 nation	 is	 either	 humbled	 before	 Him	 and	

































impending	 judgment	 of	 heaven	 on	 our	 country.	 To	 all	 human	 appearance,	
there	was	 to	 be	 a	 dissolution	 of	 the	 Union	 of	 the	 American	 states	 and	 the	















































Almighty	 God,	 whose	 Providence	 watcheth	 over	 all	 things,	 and	 in	 whose	
hands	is	the	disposal	of	all	events,	we	look	up	to	Thee	for	Thy	protection	and	
blessing	 amidst	 the	 apparent	 and	 great	 dangers	 with	 which	 we	 are	














































































































































































































































































































































































































Carrie,	 do	 not	 expect	 life	 on	 earth	 to	 be	 all	 made	 up	 of	 sunshine	 and	









































































































































































































































































































































































































































































reverse	may	 here	 and	 there	 take	 place	 but	 that	 a	 cause	 like	 ours	 founded	
upon	reason,	 justice,	humanity,	all	 the	 teachings	of	 the	Gospel,	cannot	meet	
with	any	other	mark	than	favor	from	the	Great	Father	who	has	placed	us	here	

































































































































and	 pray	 that	His	 favor	 of	 blessing	may	 rest	 upon	 us.	Were	 our	 principles	
wrong,	were	 this	 a	war	of	 our	own	 seeking,	 or	begun	by	unjust	 aggression	
upon	others,	by	our	arms,	we	might	well	hesitate	to	appeal	to	the	righteous	
arbitration	of	heaven;	but	assured	as	we	are	of	the	purity	and	uprightness	of	































































































































































































































































































































































You	 should	 use	 your	 present	 opportunities	 to	 the	 best	 advantage.	 The	
springtime	of	 life	will	soon	pass	away,	and	every	hour	neglected	or	lost	can	
never	be	 regained.	Whereas	 if	you	should	seek	military	honor	or	 fame	 that	

















Strive	 to	 regain	 your	 health	 speedily.	 Remember	 that	 in	 this	 hour	 of	 our	
Country’s	peril,	every	man	is	expected	to	strive	courageously	and	prudently	
to	 serve	 the	 country.	 If	 you	 have	 grown	 worse	 by	 going	 home,	 you	 may	
recover	 by	 returning	 to	 your	 post…..	 Life	 is	 short	 at	 best.	 The	 times	 are	










































































































































































































preserve	 each	 other	 from	 sin,	 especially	 from	 the	 sin	 of	 apostasy,	 by	
admonishing	 such	 as	 were	 in	 danger	 of	 falling	 away,	 or	 who	 showed	 a	





































































are	 making	 free-will	 offerings	 of	 their	 life’s	 blood	 on	 the	 altar	 of	 their	
country,	women	must	not	be	idle.	We	must	do	what	we	can	for	the	comfort	of	
our	brave	men.	We	must	sew	for	them,	knit	for	them,	nurse	the	sick,	keep	up	















one	at	 church	 today	 seemed	 to	be	glad	 for	me;	 they	 seemed	 to	 think	 I	was	




















































































































We	 have	 known	 this	 person	 for	 several	 years	 and	 have	 never	 heard	 him	


























What	 a	 contrast	 you	 must	 have	 had	 to	 contemplate	 in	 the	 religious	 and	
political	 excitement	 which	 you	 have	 just	 recently	 witnessed….	 That	 an	
intelligent,	 well-informed,	 honest,	 moral	 man,	 nowise	 a	 political	 partisan,	



















































































I	now	seem	to	recognize	most	clearly	a	gracious	Divine	 interposition	 in	 the	
decision	 you	 were	 led	 to	 make	 in	 reference	 to	 your	 removal	 from	 your	
present	 post	 to	 Princeton.	 I	 rejoice	 that	 you	 rightly	 estimate	 the	 solemn	
issues	involved	in	this	awful	controversy,	in	which	the	foul	fiend	of	Hell	and	
all	his	emissaries	are	apparently	engaged,	and	that	you	show	a	determination	































































































































































Since	 my	 letter	 of	 the	 12th,	 war	 has	 begun	 as	 I	 anticipated	 at	 the	 time	 of	
writing	 it.	 It	 would	 now	 be	 treasonable	 for	 me	 to	 remain	 longer	 with	 my	
present	 feelings	 and	 sentiments.	 I	 am	 now	 in	 the	 pay	 and	 service	 of	 a	















































The	 Southern	 States	 seem	 to	 have	 been	 aroused	 to	 a	 necessary	 sense	 of	
energy	 and	 firmness,	 which,	 properly	 directed,	 may	 tend	 to	 their	
advancement	and	strength….	This,	once	established,	the	Northern	States	may	
learn	 from	 it	 that	 forbearance	 from	 interfering	 with	 our	 domestic	


























By	 turning	 colonial	 resistance	 into	 a	 righteous	 cause,	 and	 by	 crying	 the	



















It	 is	 only	 through	 a	 spirit	 of	 concession	 and	 kindness	 that	we	 can	 hope	 to	
remedy	 the	existing	evils.	 I	hope	you	will	not	 cease	 to	exert	your	power	 to	
bring	things	to	a	peaceful	settlement.	It	is	through	the	influence	of	such	men	

































What	 is	 the	 South	 contending	 for?	 She	 is	 or	 has	 to	 work	 against	 a	 set	 of	
antics.	Who	would	 glory	 in	 shedding	 every	 drop	 of	white	 blood?	 For	what	
and	why	 she	has	 encouraged	 such	 feelings?	 It	must	be	because,	 in	place	of	
serving	God	in	the	way	we	are	commanded,	they	have	just	lived	on	the	hope	
































































































































































































































mercifully	 directs	 our	 steps,	 the	 blessing	 He	 thus	 confers	 has	 no	 essential	
connection	with	sorrow.	His	ways	are	invariably	ways	of	pleasantness;	all	His	





must	with	 thorns.	His	 yoke	 is	 easy,	 his	 burden	 is	 light,	 but	 frequently,	 as	 I	
once	heard	Bro.	B	say,	the	devil	would	convince	the	Christian	that	it	is	a	great	
hickory	tree	with	the	bark	on.153	
For	Peyton,	engaging	in	warfare	was	not	a	matter	of	defending	his	personal	honor	but	of	
obeying	a	holy	calling	down	a	path	that	God	had	ordained	for	him.	Because	God	Himself	had	
initiated	these	steps,	the	moral	burden	of	engaging	in	battle	was	no	longer	his	
responsibility.	
While	Peyton	wrestled	with	his	obligations	in	private,	other	evangelical	Southerners	
consulted	trusted	friends	and	family,	looking	for	a	resolution	to	this	ethical	dilemma.	
Mississippi	Baptist	William	Nugent	explained	to	his	wife	his	eagerness	for	battle,	writing,	“I	
feel	that	I	would	like	to	shoot	a	Yankee,	and	yet	I	know	that	this	would	not	be	in	harmony	
with	the	Spirit	of	Christianity,	that	teaches	to	love	our	enemies	and	do	good	to	them	that	
spitefully	use	us	and	entreat	us.”	Anticipating	her	horror	at	his	confession	of	a	vindictive	
spirit,	Nugent	drew	an	analogy	to	the	prophesied	destruction	of	Egypt	in	Ezekiel	30,154	an	
annihilation	Nugent	claimed	the	North	brought	upon	itself	by	its	“vain	attempts	to	
subjugate	a	free	people.”	The	God	of	the	prophets,	therefore,	allowed	for	violent	
destruction	in	specific	cases,	and	Nugent	simply	served	as	a	willing	instrument	in	God’s	
hand.155	Virginia	Baptist	Robert	Ryland	encouraged	his	son	in	camp,	writing,	“It	may	have	
seemed	strange	to	you	that	a	professing	Christian	father	so	freely	gave	you,	a	Christian	son,	
																																																								
153	Aquila	J.	Peyton,	diary,	April	30,	July	30,	1861,	Aquila	Johnson	Peyton	Papers,	VHS.	
154	Ezekiel	30:7-8	–	“And	they	shall	be	desolate	in	the	midst	of	the	countries	that	are	
desolate,	and	her	cities	shall	be	in	the	midst	of	the	cities	that	are	wasted.	And	they	shall	
know	that	I	am	the	Lord,	when	I	have	set	a	fire	in	Egypt,	and	when	all	her	helpers	shall	be	
destroyed.”	
155	William	L.	Nugent	to	Nellie	Nugent,	August	19,	1861	in	Nugent	and	Nugent,	My	Dear	
Nellie,	46.	
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to	enlist	in	the	volunteer	service….	War	is	a	tremendous	scourge	which	Providence	
sometimes	uses	to	chastise	proud	and	wicked	nations.”	A	Christian	who	engages	in	war,	
Ryland	explained,	was	one	who	prayed	for	“a	speedy,	just,	and	honorable	peace”	and	
avoided	a	personal	hatred	of	the	enemy.156	The	true	sin	of	a	Christian	in	times	of	war,	what	
had	ensnared	so	many	Northern	ministers	and	Christians,	was	to	breathe	threatening	and	
slaughter	against	the	enemy	in	sermons	and	prayers.157	Obedience	to	God	and	confirmation	
from	fellow	Christians	became	a	means	to	silence	internal	concerns	about	the	morality	of	
warfare	and	to	simultaneously	condemn	enemy	combatants.	
At	the	same	time,	Confederate	soldiers	serving	in	Virginia	quickly	observed	that	
Union	soldiers	appeared	to	be	coerced	into	war,	an	observation	that	allowed	evangelical	
Confederates	to	rationalize	the	war	as	one	that	would	also	benefit	the	enemy.	Baptist	
Daniel	Boyd	of	the	7th	South	Carolina	Infantry	reported	to	his	family	after	the	Battle	of	
Manassas:	“There	is	a	great	many	of	the	enemy	who	are	not	disposed	to	fight	and	would	
rather	now	be	our	prisoner	as	Lincoln’s	soldier.	Such	are	to	be	expected.”158	One	Virginian	
reported	of	visiting	wounded	Yankee	prisoners	in	Richmond:	“They	expressed	regret	at	
ever	having	left	home,	said	they	were	deluded;	they	only	came	to	defend	the	Capitol.”	This	
Confederate	went	on	to	claim	that	the	only	reason	that	these	Union	soldiers	feared	
Confederate	capture	was	they	believed	a	rumor	that	“if	the	Southerners	caught	them,	they	
would	cut	them	all	to	pieces.”	The	implication	here	is	that	not	only	were	the	Yankees	
																																																								
156	Robert	Ryland	to	son,	July	17,	1861	in	Blaisdell,	Civil	War	Letters,	13–16.	
157	Acts	9:1	–	“And	Saul,	yet	breathing	out	threatenings	and	slaugther	against	the	disciples	
of	the	Lord,	went	unto	the	high	priest.”	
158	Daniel	Boyd	to	father	and	mother,	July	23,	1861	in	Jones,	The	Boys	of	Diamond	Hill,	17.	
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gullible	and	reluctant	combatants	but	also	that	all	their	anger	faded	once	they	realized	their	
supposed	enemies	were	freedom-loving	Christians	rather	than	brutal	barbarians.159	
Whether	or	not	this	storyteller	believed	the	tale	she	narrated,	the	act	of	articulating	it	
served	as	part	of	a	self-vindicating	narrative	that	even	the	evil	Northerners	knew	the	folly	
of	the	Union	mission	and	suggested	that	the	North	would	shortly	recognize	the	legitimacy	
of	the	Confederate	cause	and	the	Confederate	nation.	
Other	evangelical	Confederates	adopted	the	strategy	of	conceptualizing	the	Civil	
War	as	a	revolution	rather	than	a	rebellion	against	a	central	authority.	Simeon	Colton,	a	
Connecticut	Congregational	minister	transplanted	to	North	Carolina	in	1822,	never	fully	
lost	his	Northern	sensibilities	and	criticized	his	Southern	neighbors	who	thought	of	
secession	as	an	act	of	revolution.	He	noted	in	April	1861,	“I	look	upon	this	whole	war	as	an	
act	of	wicked	rebellion.	[Perhaps	God]	will	[make]	good	out	of	evil.”160	He	acknowledged	
the	Confederate	refusal	to	understand	the	war	in	such	terms,	even	when	the	new	
government	and	the	secession	documents	indicated	an	explicit	defiance	of	the	United	
States	Constitution.	Yet	numerous	white	Southern	evangelicals	adamantly	challenged	this	
characterization.	Georgia	Methodist	Susan	Shewmake,	for	example,	declared,	in	January	
1861,	“We	are	in	the	midst	of	a	revolution.”	However	unlikely	it	seemed	that	there	would	
exist	a	need	to	be	free	of	this	birthplace	of	freedom,	Shewmake	claimed	that	present	
circumstances	demanded	separation.161	To	Tennessee	Presbyterian	Eliza	Fain,	a	revolution,	
properly	defined,	was	a	struggle	for	liberty	in	the	face	of	tyranny.	Like	the	colonists	who	
																																																								
159	Mother	to	Charles	E.	Taylor,	August	14,	1861,	Charles	Elisha	Taylor	Papers,	UVA.	
160	Simeon	Colton,	diary,	April	20,	1861,	Simeon	Colton	Papers,	SHC.	
161	Susan	Shewmake,	journal,	January	31,	1861,	Susan	Cornwell	Papers,	SHC.	
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began	a	revolution	against	the	British	government,	so	had	the	South	challenged	the	
Republicans.	“We	kneel	in	silence	to	the	God	of	Battles	and	ask	of	Him	to	give	us	victory	if	it	
is	consistent	with	His	will	and	the	great	interests	of	the	church.”162	Virginia	Presbyterian	
Lucy	Fletcher	put	the	matter	even	more	simply:	“It	cannot	be	called	a	rebellion	but	a	
Revolution,	especially	as	in	our	case,	there	was	no	acknowledged	authority	to	rebel	
against.”163	The	South	had	not	rebelled	against	the	Lincoln	administration	but	instead	
challenged	its	legitimacy	altogether.	
The	question	of	holy	warfare	continued	to	be	debated	among	Confederate	
evangelicals	through	the	secession	crisis	and	into	the	Civil	War.	Tennessee	Methodist	
Martha	Abernathy	was	forthright	in	her	public	and	private	writings;	she	claimed	the	
Southern	cause	as	a	revolutionary	one	that	furthered	“the	cause	of	Christ”	and	received	the	
“smile	of	God.”	She	saw	volunteering	for	the	defense	of	the	South	as	consistent	with	
Christian	duty,	quoting	the	commission	to	“put	on	the	whole	armor	of	God”	in	Ephesians	6	
with	the	enjoinment	to	“be	ye	kind	to	one	another”	in	Ephesians	4.164	Fighting	for	the	
Confederacy	was	part	of	Christian	stewardship,	then,	an	act	of	caring	for	fellow	
Southerners	who	likewise	experienced	Northern	tyranny.	When	her	brother-in-law	was	
killed	by	Union	forces,	she	prayed,	“Thy	will	be	done,”165	reminding	herself	“duty	is	ours,	
																																																								
162	Eliza	Fain,	diary,	June	2,	1861	in	Fain,	Sanctified	Trial,	13.	
163	Lucy	Fletcher,	diary,	July	23,	1861,	Lucy	Muse	Walton	Fletcher	Papers,	Duke.	
164	Ephesians	6:13-16,	Ephesians	4:31-32;	Martha	Abernathy,	diary,	May	7,	1861,	May	15,	
1861	in	Abernathy,	The	Civil	War	Diary	of	Martha	Abernathy,	1–5.	
165	Matthew	6:10.	
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events	are	God’s.”166	Despite	Abernathy’s	confidence	in	the	holy	course	of	the	South	and	
God’s	will	over	the	battles	of	the	Civil	War,	she	continued	to	grapple	with	the	moral	burden	
of	warfare.	Her	detailed	notes	of	a	fast	day	sermon	in	November	1861	indicate	some	level	
of	doubt	and	reconsideration	of	God’s	plan	for	the	South.	The	local	Presbyterian	minister	
Robert	Caldwell,	according	to	Abernathy,	chided	his	audience	for	glorifying	the	Christian	
nature	of	the	Confederacy	and	equating	that	with	providential	approval.	“By	an	almost	
general	acclamation	we	have	affirmed	to	our	position,	that	it	is	righteous,	that	our	cause	is	
just;	that	God	was	for	us,	and	that	the	signal	victories,	and	wonderful	success	of	our	arms,	
are	striking	proofs	of	it,	and	presages	of	future	triumphs	and	a	glorious	issue	of	impending	
strife.”	Caldwell’s	insistence	that	war	was	inherently	evil,	originating	in	the	lust,	passions,	
and	ambitions	of	men,	made	a	clear	impression	on	Abernathy	who	devoted	ten	of	her	
twelve	pages	of	her	sermon	synopsis	to	this	“savage	thirst	for	blood.”167	Abernathy’s	final	
notes	on	the	sermon	indicate	a	rethinking	of	her	confidence	in	understanding	the	war	as	a	
holy	commission:	“Let	us	humble	ourselves	under	the	mighty	hand	of	God,	that	He	may	exalt	
us	in	due	time.”168	By	submitting	herself	to	God’s	plans	for	the	South,	Abernathy	seemed	to	
absolve	herself	of	the	moral	guilt	of	supporting	the	war	and	maintain	her	position	that	
																																																								
166	Martha	Abernathy,	diary,	October	21,	1861	in	Abernathy,	The	Civil	War	Diary	of	Martha	
Abernathy,	12;	here	Abernathy	quotes	the	eighteenth-century	Anglican	priest	Richard	Cecil	
as	seen	in	Josiah	H.	Gilbert,	Dictionary	of	Burning	Words	of	Brilliant	Writers:	A	Cyclopedia	of	
Quotations	from	the	Literature	of	All	Ages	(New	York:	W.B.	Ketcham,	1895),	197.	
167	Martha	Abernathy,	diary,	November	1861	in	Abernathy,	The	Civil	War	Diary	of	Martha	
Abernathy,	21–22.	
168	1	Peter	5:6	–	“Humble	yourselves	therefore	under	the	mighty	hand	of	God,	that	he	may	
exalt	you	in	due	time.”	
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independence	was	a	vehicle	by	which	God	could	uplift	the	Confederacy	to	be	His	New	
Israel.	
Soldiers,	once	faced	with	battle,	did	not,	and	perhaps	could	not,	abandon	their	faith	
when	confronted	with	the	horrors	of	military	service.	Historian	Kent	Dollar’s	careful	study	
of	nine	pious	Confederate	soldiers	indicates	that	these	soldiers	continued	to	wrestle	with	
the	morality	of	violence	and	sought	continual	prayer	and	fellowship	regarding	their	
reservations.	While	Dollar	suggests	that	these	men	were	sustained	by	conceptualizing	the	
Confederate	cause	as	a	just	war,	his	detailed	evidence	also	reflects	a	continual	pattern	of	
inquiry	and	a	reliance	on	divine	strength	and	guidance	to	engage	in	an	activity	they	
recognized	as	typically	unchristian.	Whatever	doubts	may	have	emerged	were	assuaged	by	
the	evangelical	Confederate’s	reliance	on	personal	direction	from	God	and	the	priority	of	
obeying	God’s	specific	calling	over	a	systematic	Christian	code	of	ethics.169	In	this	way,	their	
evangelical	theology	played	a	key	role	in	their	perception	of	moral	violence	and	their	highly	
personal	experiences	of	long-suffering	amid	trial	and	doubt.	
A	few	white	Southern	evangelicals	justified	warfare	because	its	purpose	was	to	
secure	peace	rather	than	vengeance.	Virginia	Episcopalian	Francis	Smith,	the	
superintendent	of	the	Virginia	Military	Institute,	argued	that	legally	speaking,	Southerners	
had	a	natural	right	to	demand	their	liberties	and	to	resort	to	war	if	rejected.170	Referencing	
																																																								
169	Kent	Dollar,	Soldiers	of	the	Cross:	Confederate	Soldier-Christians	and	the	Impact	of	War	on	
Their	Faith	(Macon,	Ga.:	Mercer	University	Press,	2005),	52–55,	64,	96–98.	
170	Francis	H.	Smith	to	William	E.	Taylor,	December	5,	1860,	Francis	H.	Smith	Official	
Correspondence,	VMI.	
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God’s	parting	of	the	Red	Sea	for	the	exodus,171	Smith	remained	confident	that	“God	will	
open	a	way	for	us,	as	He	did	for	our	Fathers.”172	At	the	University	of	Virginia,	Methodist	
minister	John	Granbery	preached	“against	vengeful	feelings	in	the	war	while	of	course	I	
inculcate	a	defense	of	our	rights	at	all	hazards.”173	After	the	defeat	of	federal	troops	at	
Manassas,	Virginia	Episcopalian	Judith	McGuire	assured	herself	that	she	wished	no	ill	will	
toward	the	enemy	who	had	made	her	a	refugee	among	her	own	people:	“I	do	not	desire	
vengeance	upon	them,	but	only	that	they	would	leave	us	in	peace,	to	be	forever	and	forever	
a	separate	people.”174	In	such	cases,	seeking	peace	seemed	to	be	the	ultimate	moral	end,	
even	when	this	peace	came	with	the	cost	of	war.	
For	all	the	rhetoric	and	intellectual	energy	expended	in	justifying	the	Confederate	
position	in	secession	and	the	Civil	War,	it	is	unclear	the	extent	to	which	such	reason	
governed	or	influenced	the	daily	practice	of	war	on	the	battlefield.	As	Maryland	Methodist	
minister	Alpheus	Wilson	explained	to	his	wife,	the	immediate	needs	of	battle	often	
superseded	spiritual	considerations.	“Ed	says	this	is	no	time	for	praying.	We	ought	to	be	
fighting.”175	While	context	makes	it	clear	that	Wilson	disapproved	of	Ed’s	love	of	the	“smell	
of	sulphur,”	evidence	suggests	that	Ed	was	not	alone	in	his	sentiments,	particularly	on	the	
																																																								
171	Isaiah	43:16	–	“Thus	saith	the	Lord,	which	maketh	a	way	in	the	sea,	and	a	path	in	the	
mighty	waters.”	
172	Francis	H.	Smith	to	George	Cocke,	December	12,	1860,	Francis	H.	Smith	Official	
Correspondence,	VMI.	
173	John	C.	Granbery	to	Eliza	F.	Winston,	May	3,	1861,	John	Cowper	Granbery	Papers,	UVA.	
174	Judith	McGuire,	diary,	July	23,	1861	in	McGuire,	Diary	of	a	Southern	Refugee,	32.	
175	Alpheus	W.	Wilson	to	Susan	L.	Wilson,	July	18,	1861,	Alpheus	Waters	Wilson	
Correspondence,	Emory.	
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battlefield.	If	anything,	the	pride	of	evangelical	Confederates	in	the	military	feats	and	
victories	of	pious	soldiers	and	commanders	indicates	that	evangelical	Confederates	were	
drawn	into	the	drama	and	thrill	of	warfare	and	violence	more	than	their	careful	reasoning	
and	polished	theological	rhetoric	would	suggest.	
	
How	this	conviction	of	duty	endured	and	evolved	as	the	war	persisted	is	the	topic	of	
another	study.	Yet	the	fact	that	Confederate	evangelicals	understood	secession	as	the	
solution	to	a	moral	crisis	and	the	extent	to	which	they	built	their	rationale	on	core	elements	
of	the	faith	suggest	that	this	religious	zeal	would	not	be	easily	displaced.	No	amount	of	
bloodshed	on	the	battlefield	or	diplomacy	among	politicians	could	challenge	these	religious	
tenets	of	testimony,	the	kingdom,	the	individual,	and	providence.	For	a	people	who	looked	
for	spiritual	approval	of	patriotic	service,	the	hope	of	future	blessing	and	eventual	
vindication	fueled	their	devotion	and	loyalty	to	a	misguided	cause.
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